Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)
By Grace Through Faith
'And you weredead in the trespasses and dinsvhich you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air, therigphat is now at work in the sons of
disobedience*among whom we all once lived in the passions of our fleminying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wr&th thie rest of mankindBut God, being rich in
mercy, because of the great love with which he lovedewen when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been-sdsad raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ J&suthat in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us ist@ksus°For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; this gift of God ’not a result of works, so that no
one may boast’For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesugofod works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Introduction

Ephesians 1:10b-12 says, “In [Christ] also we have obtaine@tharitance, having been
predestined according to [God'’s] purpose who works all thiftgs the counsel of His will, to the end
that we who were the first to hope in Christ woulddthe praise of His glory-'The goal of the gospel
is that those who will listen and believe the messéagigedaruth will glorify God. Ephesians 2:1-10
broadly says that we were all dead in our sins am$dgrassions against God, but those who believe have

been made alive in Christ by God'’s grace and for hig/glbis a transformation that should shake our

hearts and minds to cherish God and to live our livespieasing manner toward him.

Literary Context of Ephesians 2:1-10
In Ephesians 1:3-23, Paul writes that we have been cho&#migt for adoption by the Father
(1:3-6), redeemed by the Son (vv. 7-10), and were sealedheitbromised Holy Spirit (vv. 11-14). 2:1-
10 is actually the first half of Paul’'s reminder that theders have passed from death to life—from

bondage to their sin to freedom from their sin. The secotfigwall1-22) describes both their previous

! The Holy Bible New American Standard Version, New Inductive Study BjBlegene, OR: Harvest
House, 2000), Eph 1:10b-12. Also, see v. 14.



separation from God's covenant promises to Israel andgtesent unification with God and all of God’s

children—both Jews and Gentiles.

The Letter to the Ephesians and théurpose of God
God has added the gospel (that declares the redemptivefi®azl@nd his justice) to

both creation (that declares the knowledge of God) andldlv (that declares the precepts and
character of God). He has revealed himself as the Safvgnners through Jesus Christ. He
accomplished it in history, and it has been writte8cenipture that we might know life and
salvation by God'’s grace through Jesus Christ. He has innadelf known to sinners; he has
done it to revive their souls and save them from hardvidssart, sin and rebellion. Ephesians
2:11-22 makes it clear that God is gathering to himseltiacbh and his purpose is to save her
(the bride), and discipline her to walk in good works] tmserve Christ while looking and

preparing for the approach of her bridegroom (see 5:22-32).

We Were All Dead in Our Sinfulness
(Ephesians 2:1-3)

MIT: “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which yeuvealked” (Ephesians 2:1-2a).

1. Before Christ, we werdeadin our sins and trespasses (2:1).
a. We were spiritualldeadto all the things that are pleasing to God.
b. We were spirituallgeadbecause we have sinned and trespassed against God.

2. Before Christ, we were all walking according to ander the influence of Satan (2:2).
a. Weactivelywalked in our sins according to the course of the world.
b. Weactivelywalked in our sins according to Satan.
c. Satan isctivelyworking in the “sons of disobedience”.
d. In our sinful corruption, we were sons of Satan.
e. In every way, we walked according to corruptionaiathan according to God.

3. Before Christ, we indulged in our sinful desires aerde all by nature children of wrath
(2:3).
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Weactivelylived in the lusts of our flesh.

Weactivelyindulged in the desires of our fallen flesh and minds.
We were all by nature children of Satan andhwrat

Both Jews and Gentiles are equally sinful.

coop

Expositional Commentary (2:1-3)

We are undeserving sinners saved by grace; there is ngtiodgn our hearts, and there is
nothing good coming out of us toward God. Our sinful worship igvaited by selfishness. And this all
pointedly says;And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in whigiou once walked . . .(2:1-
2a). Without Christ, we ardead The Bible says this several different ways: weiadarkness (cf. 1
John 1:5-10), we are children of wrath and sons of disobedl{ehcEph 2:2, 3), our hearts are hardened
like stone (cf. Mark 6:51-53), we have eyes and ears buteiirensee nor hear (see John 12:39-41; cf.
Deut 29:3-5, Rom 11:7-9). Interestingly, Paul says that we dead in the things in which we once
walked; effectively, we were all like dead men walkingisTdoes not mean that we were simply “in
danger of death”; instead, Paul makes it clear that eve actively laboring in our spiritual dedtm the
Old Testament, there are a couple of instances thatbedhat one could be both biologically alive and
spiritually dead at the same tifh&or example, 1 Samuel 25:37-38 (NASB) says, “But it came aout
the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, that histaldehim these things, and his heart died
within him so that he became as a stone. And about tenlalzy, it happened that the Lord struck Nabal,
and he died.” Also, while in the belly of a great fidbnah says that God “brought up [his] life from the
pit” (see Jonah 2:1-9 NASB). With that in mind, separaftiom God, including having a heart of stone,
is much like death. In other words, “The verb ‘live/wdpematrioate] speaks of the pre-Christian way

of life in [Eph 2:2]” along with ‘dead’yekpoug) in v. 1 in order to colorfully insist that our

% John CalvinCommentaries on the Epistles of Paul to the Galatians and EplseSialvin’s
Commentaries, vol. 21, trans. William Pringle (GrangiBst Baker, 2005), 219.
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unresponsiveness to the things of God is caused by our sinfamesstive rebellionWe actively sin
and trespass against God because we have turned our lyéram God and have given it to the things
he has made and to ourselves.

“. . . Following the course of this world, following the pince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience...” (v. 2b). Our condition has overwhelmed any
ability for us to do good works and cleanse our hands ofteen® have willfully committed. To make
matters worse, we were following the natural courseisfialien world, following Satan who actively
works “in the sons of disobedience.” O’'Brien adds tha&$a present and active evil working in the
lives of his victims is so effective thall men and women are “characterized by disobediehTe.put it
plainly, our radical corruption in our sin is influencedthg power of Satan and our willingness to
indulge in sinful things.

“. .. Among whom we all once lived in the passions otr flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrdt, like the rest of mankind” (v. 3).The
passions of our flesh have both outweighed and destroyed a@inrpés God. Our position before God
is complete depravity, and our hearts are dead to any Goast lded we do not deserve any Good News.
We indulge in sin whether we say we like it or not. DoNdkektblade, in his chapter on divine election in
Pauline literature, istill Sovereignsays that sin “has killed the human capacity foripagsward
anything else but the flesh (v. 3) . . . The incapacitasianmoral one that does not hinder us physically
but clouds ‘the eyes of the heart’ (1:18)Paul is not simply saying that a few people are dealieir
sins and trespasses; he is saying that all people ar&tbye children of wrath” (v. 3). This does not

mean that we cannot create wonderful things (e.g. argsices, literature), but J.C. Ryle rightly says,

5 O'Brien, 155.
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“the fact still remains that in spiritual things [weshutterly ‘dead,” and [have] no natural knowledge, or
love, or fear of God.” Even our best things are taintedunyfallen, sinful corruptiofi.Both Jews and
Gentiles—the first readers of Paul’s letter—and all pepplerywhere today—indulge in their sin. We
are all without excuse, and we are all in desperate ofe®dod News.

Practical Application (2:1-3):
1. In our sin, we cannot possibly respond to the gospel oovear
2. Inour sin, we are all against God and for Satan.
3. Inour sin, we are all radically corrupt sinners.

Our Position Before God by Grace Through Faith is Salva@in
(Ephesians 2:4-7)

MIT: “But God . . . made us alive together with Christ” by gré€phesians 2:4a, 5b).

1. But God is rich in mercy and loves his children verym(2c4).
a. Butis an important word.
b. God has mercy on his sinful children.
c. God loves his children despite their sin.

2. Even when we weread God made us alive with Christ (2:5).
a. Godmakes us alive with Christ.
b. By grace, God makes us alive even though our sin hde nsadead.
c. We are made alitegetherwith Christ.
d. Salvation is by grace.

3. We are raised up with Christ and seated in heavnhim (2:6).
a. We are raised from death to life by God.
b. Christ was raised from death to life by God.
c. When we are saved, we are seated in heaven ist,Gtith Christ.

4. We are raised with Christ because God wants to shovsusrazing and abundant grace
(2:7).
a. God saves his children because he wants to show theen gra
b. God’s grace is immeasurable.
c. God shows his grace in kindness to those in Chriss Jesu

8 J.C. RyleHoliness: The Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, & Rogoscow, ID: Charles Nolan
Publishers, 2001), 4-5.



Expositional Commentary (2:4-7)

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love #i which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive togethathAChrist—by grace you have been saved .
..” (2:4-5). Our position before God by grace through faith is diffetkan our position in corruption.
“But God” . . . thankfully, God’s rich mercy and his gré&ave for his children has given us Christ—"by
grace you have been saved” (v. 5b). F.F. Bruce, in hisnemtary on Ephesians, says “there is a way of
release from the hopelessness of existence in alienationGod—an existence which is no better than
death” and it comes from GddVe should certainly be quicker to admit that we are umdeggesinners,
saved by the grace of God through Jesus Christ. lrevaradeserving sinners, then we have sinned
against God’'s common grace and have provoked his wrathfecchisWe deserve righteous judgment.
As a result, the mystery of the gospel is this: though we we@rupt and unrighteous, and in every way
against God and without any love for God, he gives us e&eatahe gospel and love it. God’s grace—
the mystery of his mercy—saves us for his glory despitevdlful corruption.

“. .. And raised us up with him and seated us with m in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immserable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus” (vv. 6-7)Christ’'s obedient death on the cross satisfied justicerhausted
God's wrath against our sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21, Rom 3:21-26). Anithély God “raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesubat in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace toward us” (vv. 6-7). In Ephe2:1-3, we were lost in our own sin
and disobedience. We were willfully children of wrathough and through. But Ephesians 2:4-7 says

that God changed that in his children. He made us algattier with Christ. God raised Christ and also

° F.F. BruceThe Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to thesigptseNICNT (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1984), 284.



raised us in him and seated us with him. Steve Lawsanthdt “this enthronement ispaesenteality in
the mind of God . . . [God’s children] will display the geaof God throughout all ages to com&We
were once dead in our trespasses and sins, but now, by et gbdesus Christ, we have been made
alive and new. Our position before God in Christ is right@ess and family. In other words, “what God
has accomplished in Christ, he has also accomplishdxkfievers” and it changes our lives from being

objects of God’s wrath to sharing in God’s joy in wldirist has doné&'

Practical Application (2:4-7):
1. God is abundantly loving and gracious.
2. We were dead, but God made us alive.
3. We were raised with Christ and are with Christ atllbe with Christ.
4. God wants to show his love and grace to those in Christ.

The Purpose of God in Salvation
(Ephesians 2:8-10)

MIT: “For by grace you have been saved through faith” for goattsvor God'’s glory (Ephesians 2:8a).

1. Salvation is by grace through faith (2:8).
a. We are saved by grace through faith.
b. Salvation is not our work.
c. Grace and faith are the gift of God.

2. Salvation is not a result of worlsg thatno one may boast (2:9).
a. Salvation is a gift of grace alone.
b. Itis a gift of grace alorso thatno one may boast.
c. God is glorified by giving us grace through Christ alone

3. With Christ, we are God’s workmanship created by famhim (2:10).
a. We are God’'s workmanship.
b. We were made alive in Christ for good works.
c. God did all of this beforehand, that we should walgaod works.
d. We are saved that we should walk in good workaussgood works glorify God.

10 Steven J. Lawsorkoundations of GraceA Long Line of Godly Men, vol. 1 (Orlando: Refornaati
Trust, 2006), 426.
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Expositional Commentary (2:8-10)

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And thisinot your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boas(2:8-9). Amazingly, we have been saved
by grace through faith. We had nothing to do with ounglean position before God. We had nothing to
do with our stone hearts coming alive again. Grace atiddee not of our own doing; they are a gift of
God, not a result of works, because “we are his workmanstaated in Christ for good works” (v. 10).
Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear that salvation is not a k#subrks, therefore it is important to unpack
these verses in order to define the role of grace attdifesalvation. First, Calvin writes that Paul “does
not say that the will is prepared, and is then lefutoby its own strength . . . to make our own chofée.”
Paul simply says that we have been saved by grace thfaitlgot by works. Both ‘gracej¢ptti) and
‘faith’ (Tlotewc) are feminine, and both ‘thistdoto) and ‘gift’ (3apov)™ are neuter, so the reference to
faith also being a gift from God is not necessarily ptalHowever, Ephesians 2:8-9 does tell us that God
doesnot save sinners by their works. Therefore, “Faith is somgtbther than a work:®

Second, it is also important to affirm that God doeswaoit faith to be of our own doing. If it
was, we would be able to boast that salvation, in psas our own work® In view of that, faith is a
response that is only made possible by God’s grace intieabalt is simply breathing the breath that
God's grace supplies.” This does not mean that we are tveaigd like machines; rather it means that
God has made owleadheartsalive by reviving us in Christ, and our most natural respongiesitois

faith. Paul mentions faith at least eight times inléiter to the Ephesians, always referring either tb fai

'2 Calvin, 229.
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15 James Montgomery BoicEphesians: An Expositional Commenté@rand Rapids: Baker, 1997), 68.
This, of course, is not meant to take away from oyvamsibility to respond in faith to the gospel; however, we
should never disconnect faith from God’s work in regenaratidithout God giving us the grace necessary to make
us alive, we could never respond in faith to the gospellekttion, it also seems that those whom God choodles w
certainly respond in faith to his grace for salvation.
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that gives us confidence in knowing God, or faith that sie&lfrom Satan (see 3:12, 6:16), or faith as
an outward response that accompanies grace for salya¢ieri:15, cf. 4:5).

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for gooavorks, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them” (v. 10)The reality in our experience is that each of us
continues to fail regarding worship in spirit and uthr (cf. John 4:23-24, Rom 7:19). But the gospel is
for God's children, and through Christ our worship isemptable and pleasing to God. Although we are
still sinful, our position in Christ cannot be changed] &od does not want to change it.

But there is more to it. We may still be sinful, buiriSt has still saved us. Our boasting must be
boasting in Christ. That should be our response of lovartb@od, and that is proper worship. God is
renewing our hearts and minds in Christ “that we shouallit with them” (v. 10). The concept of worship
and works in light of Ephesians 2:8-10 cannot be legalmstralism. If it were, we would be trying to
make our position of grace before God a result of our owksy®ut instead, it should be a response of
love toward God that says, “| am so sinful. But by theg@ God through Christ, | am so thankful that
God has forgiven me and made me clean. And now | wantearly life in a pleasing manner of worship
as best | can by God’s grace, because | love him.” Ephesiii®must not be separated from Ephesians
2:4-10. There is a big contrast between the way we formexlyed in our sins and the way we should
presently walk in the good works God has “eternally plarfioeds to do.*® And, it should give us great
joy and confidence toward God, because we are the work bahds, and we are being molded to be
more like Christ day by day, until he completes it—anddramly will.

Practical Application (2:8-10):
1. God saves us by his grace alone through our faith alone.

2. We cannot claim that we have added anything to God'’s @pasalvation.
3. With Christ, we have been made to serve and love Godidaglory.

" Edward W. Goodrick et al., edl|V Exhaustive Concordan¢&rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990), 375.
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